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Plinth (Gr. plinthos, brick or
tile). In architecture, the plain
surface under the base moulding
of a column
or any other
member. In
classic build-
ing it was a
low, square
block, and
square or oc-
tagonal plinths were retained long
after circular capitals had become
universal. In joinery, the plinth
is the broad, flat part of a base
board. See Architecture; Column ;
Masonry.

Pliny (A.D. 23-79). Roman
soldier and writer, whose full name
was Gaius Plinius Secundus. He
was called Pliny the Elder to dis-
tinguish him from his nephew. Born
at Novum Cornum (Como), he went
to Rome at an early age. and,
having entered the army, held a
cavalry command in Germany. He
returned to Rome in 52, and, after
some years spent in hisnativeplace,
was in 67 appointed procurator in
Spain. His last official post was
that of commander of the fleet at
Misenum, when he met his death
at the eruption of Vesuvius, which
he had gone on shore to examine.
His nephew in his Letters has left
a detailed account of his end. A
man of unwearied industry, he was
a prolific writer.

In addition to a handbook on
using the lance, histories of the
wars with Germany and of his own
times, a manual of rhetoric, and
a grammatical and stylistic treatise,
he wrote Naturalis Historia, an
encyclopedic work in 37 books
covering all aspects of natural
history, dedicated to the emperor
Titus in 77 ; in its compilation he
read more than 2,000 volumes.
After a general introduction, a
sketch of the phenomena of the
universe, and a gazetteer, the
work deals with anthropology,
zoology, botany, materia medica,
mineralogy, painting, and sculp-
ture. The whole is an ill-arranged
collection of notes, but in the
Middle Ages it was much read and
imitated. There is an Eng. trans,
with notes, J. Bostock and H. T.
Riley, 1855-57,
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him from his uncle. Born at
Novum Comum (Corno), he was
adopted by his uncle, from whom
he received an excellent education.
Beginning as a pleader in the law
courts, he had a successful public
career, becoming quaestor in 89,
tribune in 91, praetor in 93. His
correspondence with the emperor
Trajan when he was governor of
Bithynia (c. Ill) shows Pliny to
have been possessed of high ideals,
though narrow in outlook and
lacking in initiative.

This correspondence is of pecu-
liar interest, inasmuch as it con-
tains Trajan's rescript on the
treatment of Christians. Another
letter is that to Tacitus describing
the eruption of Vesuvius in 79 in
which the elder Pliny lost his life.
Pliny's Letters, published in nine
books, suffer from the fact that
they were obviously written for
publication; to a certain extent
they lack freshness and spon-
taneity. Yet they are of great
value for the light they throw
upon the life of the time. An
edition by W. M. L. Hutchinson
came out in 1915.

Pliocene (Gr. pleion, more;
kainos, new). In geology, name
given to the uppermost division of
the Tertiar'T system. Pliocene de-
posits are cniefly found in Europe,
especially in France, Spain, Italy,
Greece, and on a smaller scale in
England, Belgium, etc. Norfolk
and Suffolk crag, the Coralline
crag, etc., consisting of shelly sand
and clays, represent the Pliocene
deposits in England. The Pliocene
is comparatively poorly repre-
sented in N. America, though the
Merced series of San Francisco run
to a thickness of 6,000 ft.

The Pliocene deposits, the accu-
mulations of shallow seas, and the
estuaries of large rivers, are rich in
fossils, particularly of mollusca,
extinct fishes, reptiles, amphibians,
and birds. The remarkable fossil
of Pithecanthropus erectus (q.v.}
probably belongs to this geolog-
ical epoch. See Tertiary.

Flock. Town of Poland, capital
of the dist. of the same name. It
stands on the right bank of the
Vistula, 60 m. W.N.W. of Warsaw.
There are manufactures of agricul-
tural implements, matches, sugar,
and soap; gram, timber, and
sugar-beet are exported. There is
steamer traffic by river to Warsaw.
The 12th century Romanesque
cathedral contains tombs of Polish
dukes and kings. Plock was
formerly the capital of the princi-
pality of Masovia. It was captured
by the Germans in their invasion of
Poland in 1914, and was the scene

of a fight between Bolshevist and
Polish troops in 1920. Overrun by
the Germans in the second week
of Sept., 1939, it was in German
hands until liberated Jan. 21,1945,
after being bypassed two days
earlier, during the rapid Russian
advance into E. Prussia. Pron.
Plotsk.
Ploegsteert. Village and wood
of Belgium, in the prov. of W.
Flanders. Known as Plug Street
to British troops of the First
Great War, the village is 8 m. S. of
Ypres, and figured prominently
in operations conducted by the
British in the Ypres salient. Here
is a memorial to 11,447 missing
men. See Ypres, Battles of.
Ploesti. Town of Rumania,
in Bucegi dist,, 35 m. almost
due N. of Bukarest. A centre of
the great Rumanian oil industry,
as a junction of railways and roads
it is strategically important. Dur-
ing the First Great War it was
captured by the Austro-Germans,
Dec. 6, 1916. As Germany's mam
source of natural oil after 1941, it
was heavily attacked by Allied air-
craft in the Second Great War. The
Germans fought bitterly against
the Russians to hold Ploesti, Hitler
having issued an order that it was
to be held at all costs; but it fell
Aug. 30, 1944, to troops of the
2nd Ukrainian army. Pop. 105,114.
Pron. Ploy-esh-ti.
Plombieres. Town and water-
ing-place of France. In the dept.
of Vosges, it stands in the valley of
the Augronne, 7 m. S.W. of Re-
miremont, and is famous for
mineral springs. Good for gout,
rheumatism, and nervous com-
plaints, these were known to the
Romans, and there are remains of
their extensive baths. Napoleon
III, by frequent visits to Plonv
bieres, made it fashionable, and it
was here in 1858 that he arranged
with Cavour to assist Sardinia
against Austria. The springs, 27
in number, are the property of the
state. The chief buildings are the
bathing establishments, casino,
and others for the comfort and
pleasure of visitors. The chief
street is the Rue Stanislas, which
took its name from Stanislas, duke
of Lorraine.
PlonerSee. Lake of Schle&wig-
Holstein, Germany. Midway be-
tween Kiel and Liibeck Bay is a
group of lakes of glacial origin set
amidst beech woods ; the largest
are Eutin and the Ploner See
which is 6 m. long, 5 m. wide ; on
its shores is Plon, a town with a
steamer station.
Plonplon. Pet name of
Napoleon III (q.v.).